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Getting started in Slovakia

Student
PhD programmes
Research program
Lecturing
Volunteering
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Å Increased integration of third country nationals 
through services aimed to the labour inclusion 
and qualified workers ςspecialists promotion. 

Å Defining the priorities in the field of labour 
migration from non-EU countries

Å Stimulating the arrival of selected groups of 
migrants 

Å Facilitate the recognition of vocational education 
through the draft legislative measures

Å Assist the recognition  of diploma and other 
education certificates

Å Introducing flexible forms and improving the 
conditions for the recognition of qualifications of 
migrants

Å First contact and orientation online information 
tools bout the governance, social, health or 
educational services, knowledge of the language, 
country, its history, institutions, socio-economic 
aspects of cultural life and the fundamental 
norms and values of society.

Why Labour Pool for 
Migrants(non EU citizens)?

Qualified
Skilled
Educated
Competent
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Who is using the services of 
www.migration.sk

a. Students of high schools
b. Students of private or state 

universities
c. Members of research or change 

programmes
d. Lecturers
e. PhD Students
f. Volunteers
g. Businessmen and self-proprietors
h. Family members
i. Employees
j. Ethnic Slovaks

A selection of skilled migrants

Foreign students 
- to create pools of high students
- To promote tolerant permit regime to 
graduates 
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http://www.migration.sk/


Qualified migrants

150 respondents ςholders of diploma of 
university education

Working in the field of:

Å Finances 5%

Å Health sector 15%

Å IT 25%

Å Industry 16%

Å Education sector 5%

Å Study 30%

Å Doing business 4%

Profile of migrants

Based a project survey amongst 
193 migrants
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First days in Slovakia
Å Getting in contact with majority of the 

authorities ςnegative experience

Å Language barrier

Å Lack of information

Å Inconsistent information

Å Verification of documents

Common

Å Lack of useful information such as where to go, 
what to bring, etc.

Å Particularly lack of information in any foreign 
languages including English

Å Language barrier

Rare

Å Bureaucracy

Å Discrimination

Identified needs

New information tools
Beter online assiatnce
Advise
Electronic forms
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How to get in Slovakia 

Student
Lector
PhD student
Researcher
Volunteer
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An alien (third country nationals of EU) who will study in

Slovakia more than 90 days in one semester, need a

temporary residence permit for study purposes. 

Foreign students (who have been granted a temporary

residence permit for the purpose of study) may enter

business activities, employment or similar labour relation

under special conditions.

Å Research work

Å Publication

Å Paid work on scientific publications

Å 10 hours a week ςemploymentship relation

A study purpose is considered
a) studying at secondary school 
b) studying at secondary vocational schools, 
c) studying at university, including the entire PhD 
studies
e) studying at another educational establishment (eg, 
language school) 
f) studying under an international treaty or educational 
program (eg Leonardo da Vinci II and Socrates II 
participating in lifelong learning



Å To the application (on an official form) an alien needs 
to enclose:
an application form, a manual for filling the form into 
Slovak language

Å a valid travel document - passport

Å a document on the purpose of stay ςa contract for 
lecturingf, a document form the education institution

Å confirmation on his/her blamelessness ςa docuemnt 
proving your integrity issued in teh coungtry of origin

Å confirmation on provision of accommodation ςnot 
required of students studying at a higher education 
institution and researchers/scientists who have been 
granted permit for temporary stay for specific 
activities

Å financial coverage of residence (in general in the 
amount of a minimum monthly wage per each month 
of stay)

Å two photographs with measures 3 x 3,5 cm showing 
his/her current visage

Collecting papers

Translation of documents
Submit a request in Slovakia
No need of legalized or 
apostillized documents
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http://www.migration.sk/data/files/142.doc
http://www.migration.sk/data/files/176.doc


Å Specific activities - lecturers, researchers, artists, 
exchange students, etc. The application within 
the framework of Specific activities gives the 
applicant more favourable provisions.

a) Lecturing activity,

b) Artistic activity,

c) Sport activity,

d) Study stay as a part of study carried out outside 
the Slovak Republic

e) Activity arising from programmes of the 
government of the Slovak Republic or from 
programmes of the European Economic Area, or

f) Meeting the commitment of the Slovak Republic 
entailed from an international treaty.

g) Having been on a special medical teratment for 
the last 90 days - as of 1.1.2010

h) voluntery activities as of 1.1.2010

Specific activities ςtemporary 
residence permit

Volunteers
Lecturers
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Ç Employers contract for workers

Ç International placement

Ç Duration max 2 years

Ç No need of residence permit if a foreigner is 
sent to deliver work to a Slovak branch office 
for max 90 days

Ç Trade Register

Ç Document of Integrity from the country of 
origin

Ç Free trade

Ç Licensing economic activities

Ç Concessions 

E mployment and business

Trade Register
District Office
Labour office
Employer
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- if you wish to continue your study in Slovakia:

Å The National Information Centres for Academic 
Recognition has the competence to assess the study 
abroad, or a part of the study abroad, equivalence or 
the transfer of notes into the Slovak rating scale and 
the equalization with the respective year of study at 
primary or secondary school in Slovakia, for recognition 
of achieved education for the purpose of proceeding 
your study in Slovakia. 

Å - if you wish to work in a certain profession, the 
Centre has the competence to recognize achieved 
education for professional purpose. If you wish to work 
in a so-called regulated profession, the recognition of 
diploma/degree is the primary condition. On the 
ground of an application filled by your future employer, 
the Centre can carry out recognition of diploma/degree 
also for pursuing so-called non-regulated professions.

Å Regulated professions are those whose performance 
depends on meeting qualification requirements 
(education and experience), e.g. medical professions, 
civil engineers, archaeologists, architects, 
and veterinary doctors.

Recognition of documents

What issues does it process?

Study
Professional work
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Before you start working in a certain profession in 
Slovakia, check whether an official recognition of your 
qualifications, education and experience are needed, 
and whether you need to take an examination 
certifying your knowledge of the Slovak language and 
have had work experience in Slovakia.

The professions can be:

1) regulated sector professions: physician, nurse, dentist, 
midwife, veterinary doctor, pharmacist, and architect;

2) regulated non-sector professions where there is no 
coordination of conditions at the EU level and to which 
the EU general system of qualification recognition 
applies;

3) non-regulated professions are not subject to the 
regulation and there are no special qualification 
requirements to be able to work in such professions.

Recognition of 

diplomas/degrees for the 

purpose of working in a 

certain profession in 

Slovakia
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- academic recognition for continuing study: equivalence: 
maximum 2 months

- professional equivalence: along with the procedure at the 
Centre: maximum 3 months

Caution! If your application is not complete, competent 
body may discontinue the proceedings and ask you for 
completion of your application.

What fees do you have to pay?

Å Fees for equivalence of diploma/degree and 
recognition of acquired qualifications may be defined 
either by law or internal regulation of the university 
concerned. The amounts are given below. Remember 
that there might be further expenses and fees related 
to authentication of documents about your education 
and experience, or their translation into Slovak by 
certified translators. Fees are also charged for the 
examination of professional competence. 

How long does it take to decide 
on diploma/degree recognition?
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Recognition of diploma/degree for purposes other than pursuing a regulated 
profession andregulated professional activities in Slovakia: 6.50 EUR

Å Recognition of diploma/degree for the purpose of pursuing a regulated 
profession and regulated professional activities in Slovakia 99.50 EUR

Å Issuance of a decision on equivalence of diplomas/degrees.   3 EUR

Å Issuance of certificates on regulated professions and professional 
experience acquired in Slovakia 6.50 EUR

Å Recognition of diploma/degree acquired outside the EU, Norway, 
Lichtenstein, Iceland, and Switzerland which already was recognized in 
one of the EU member states, Norway, Lichtenstein, Iceland, and 
Switzerland, and recognition of the level of acquired education 33 EUR

Å Issuance of certificates on equivalence of specializations of dentistry and 
medicine acquired prior to the EU access of the SR                 99.50 EUR

Å

Å Exemptions
From the fee, pursuant to letters a) and b) of this item, are exempted 
educational and cultural establishments, such as:
observatories, planetariums, libraries, museums, galleries and state-run 
theatres. From the fee, pursuant to letter e), are exempted the acts 
related to documents on acquired health-care specializations and acts 
pursuant to letter g) related to issuing certificates on regulated health-
care professions and professional experience.

State fees for recognition of 
diplomas
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Å University fees related to recognition of academic education are defined 
by respective internal regulations on the amount of tuition fees and 
study-related fees. For a better idea, we include links to following 
regulations (downloadable in MS Word or PDF format):

Å LƴǘŜǊƴŀƭ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦ƴƛǾŜǊǎƛǘȅ ƻŦ aŀǘŜƧ .Ŝƭ ƛƴ .ŀƴǎƪł .ȅǎǘǊƛŎŀ ƻƴ 
tuition fees and study-related fees; Article 2 (6): 
www.umb.sk/showdoc.php?id=2214

Å Internal regulation on tuition fees and fees related to study at the 
University of Economics in Bratislava ςacademic year 2009/2010, point 
D.1; www.euba.sk/dokumenty/skolne_poplatky_2009_2010.pdf

Å Internal regulation on tuition fees and study-related fees at the Academy 
ƻŦ !Ǌǘǎ ƛƴ .ŀƴǎƪł .ȅǎǘǊƛŎŀΣ !ǊǘƛŎƭŜ оΥ 
www.aku.sk/_old/rektorat/kvestor/smernica58.pdf

Å Internal regulation on tuition fees and study related fees at the Slovak 
University of Technology in Bratislava, Article III: 
www.stuba.sk/new/docs//stu/pracoviska/rektorat/odd_vzdelavania/stude
nt/.../smernice/.../smernica_o_poplatkoch_2008_2009_eur.pdf

Å Internal regulation on tuition fees and fees related to study at the 
Academy of Fine Arts and Design for the academic year 2008/2009, 
Article 4: 
www.vsvu.sk/download/studijne/Poplatky_a_skolne_VSVU_20082009.pdf

Å Regulation No. 3/2009 on Study-Related Fees in the Academic Year 
2009/2010 at the St. Elisabeth University of Health and Social Sciences in 
Bratislava: www.vssvalzbety.sk/dokumenty/smernicac3.doc

Å Links to the official websites of Slovak universities can be found at our 
website: www.migration.sk/index.php?ID=33

B. University fees
C. Fees related to the 
translation of documents
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Thank you for your 
attention!

Getting started as a student
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